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CONFERENCE PROGRAM

• Agency Assistance Center; Powered by CHIP 

• Attorney Advice Center; Powered by NYARM

• Help Me, NYC! Meeting with City Agencies to Help Resolve Your Issues, Presented 
by CHIP 

• The Great Economics of Solar for Apartment Buildings and Commercial Buildings in 
NYC 

• High Performance Façades: Delivering Better Thermal, Safety, and Acoustical 
Performance, Presented by the Façade Tectonics Institute

• Your End-of-Year Compliance Playbook: Plans to Prevent Fines and Reduce Risk 

• Meeting the Challenges of Owning Rent-Regulated Apartments in NYC, Presented 
by The Habitat Group 

• Leading Through Change: Keynote Address Jeffrey Gural, Chairman, GFP Real 
Estate, Presented by CHIP 

• Political Update: Mayoral and Council Election Update and Beyond, Presented by 
CHIP

SPECIAL EVENTS:

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20 
SHOW FLOOR OPEN 10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21 
SHOW FLOOR OPEN 10:00 A.M. –  4:00 P.M.
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SPECIAL EVENTS:

Wednesday, October 20, 
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Thursday, October 21,
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

During 15-minute intervals, attorneys and attendees will meet one-on-one focusing on the 
following areas of practice. Visit the Center when you first arrive at the event to sign up for 
your preferred time and practice area. Practice areas include:

• Real Estate Law
• Landlord Tenant
• Construction Law
• Labor and Employment
• Insurance Defense and Coverage
• Cooperative and Condominium Law

Wednesday, October 20, 
12:30 – 3:00 p.m. 

Thursday, October 21,
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

The Agency Assistance center will bring representatives from key city agencies to meet with 
you, in person on-site at BuildingsNY! Agencies include DOB (Department of Buildings), 
DOF (Department of Finance), HPD (Housing, Preservation & Development), DCD (Design 
and Construction Department) and SBS (Small Business Services).

AGENCY ASSISTANCE CENTER; POWERED BY CHIP

ATTORNEY ADVICE CENTER; POWERED BY NYARM
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 
SHOW FLOOR OPEN 
10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Help Me, NYC! Meeting with City Agencies to Help Resolve Your Issues, Part A 
Presented by CHIP

Hear a representatives from key city agencies discuss best practices for working with them. 
Agencies invited include DOB (Department of Buildings), DOF (Department of Finance), 
HPD (Housing, Preservation & Development), DCD (Design and Construction Department) 
and SBS (Small Business Services).

Wednesday, October 20, 2021 
10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

The Great Economics of Solar for Apartment Buildings and Commercial Buildings 
in NYC

Wednesday, October 20, 2021 
11:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

This presentation will be divided into 2 parts. The first part will educate you on how solar 
works, while displaying a slide show in the background of different buildings with different 
solar systems installed.

In the second part, Ronnie will share a spreadsheet detailing everything – including the 
costs, benefits, incentives and total subsidies, cash flow, and (of course) the great ROI. He 
will also present a financing option.
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RONNIE MANDLER 

President, Best Energy Power

In 2008, BEP was incorporated as a solar design and installation company. Following 
the company’s establishment, BEP has become one of the top solar PV installers in New 
York City. Driven by Ronnie Mandler, BEP became the largest installer of commercial 
installations in New York City, capturing 22% of all commercial solar PV installations in the 
five boroughs.

95% of the company’s projects are commercial, with the remaining 5% of projects are 
primarily residential. The installed systems are capable of resisting up to 110 mph winds, 
which was proudly demonstrated during Hurricane Sandy when all panels installed by BEP 
maintained their original figures and production outputs.

Ronnie Mandler founded Best Energy Power (BEP), a renewable 
energy company, in 2003. Ronnie Mandler is an entrepreneur with 
experience managing large projects and a proven record of success 
in various other industries.

Session Info Coming soon! 

Wednesday, October 20, 2021 
12:30 -1:00 p.m.

More coming

Help Me, NYC! Meeting with City Agencies to Help Resolve Your Issues, Part B
Presented by CHIP

Hear as representatives from key city agencies discuss best practices for working with them. 
Agencies invited include DOB (Department of Buildings), DOF (Department of Finance), 
HPD (Housing, Preservation & Development), DCD (Design and Construction Department) 
and SBS (Small Business Services).

Wednesday, October 20, 2021 
1:15 - 2:15 p.m.
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High Performance Façades: Delivering Better Thermal, Safety, and Acoustical 
Performance, Presented by the Façade Tectonics Institute

Wednesday, October 20, 2021 
2:30 - 3:30 p.m.

Façade systems are an integral part of residential and commercial construction, providing 
many benefits to building occupants. These benefits include visibility to the outside, thermal 
comfort, safety, and noise control. 

This session will focus on methods of installation, as well as the materials that elevate 
the performance of façades to meet building code requirements and specific NYC 
ordinances. This panel of experts represent the Façade Tectonics Institute, a non-profit 
member organization intent on moving buildings and urban habitat toward resilience and 
sustainability goals by leveraging the pervasive influence of the building skin.

ALBERTO ALARCON  

Marketing Manager, Kuraray America, Inc. 

Alexandra Blakeslee, Project Management and Innovation, 
Technoform, Jeff Haber, Managing Partner, W&W Glass

Alberto Alarcon is the Kuraray Marketing Manager for Trosifol® interlayers. He joined 
Kuraray in 2017 after working 11 years as Sales Manager for a large global silicone sealant 
company. Alberto, thru the Trosifol® and Sentryglas® interlayers, helps architects, designers, 
façade consultants and engineers improve the performance of their glass façade in terms 
of acoustics, aesthetics, structural and safety requirements. Alberto has over 14 years of 
experience in the architectural construction market and is a licensed professional engineer.
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ALEXANDRA BLAKESLEE 

Alexandra Blakeslee, Project Management and Innovation at 
Technoform has 7 years of experience working on innovation and 
project leadership across the globe. She actively participates in industry 
associations such as the Façade Tectonics Institute and the Fenestration 
and Glazing Industry Alliance. Alexandra has a passion for a zero 
waste world and works with architects and influencers to develop 
solutions for sustainable fenestration. She has a degree in mechanical 
engineering from the University of Akron.

JEFF HABER 

Jeff Haber is a Managing Partner at W&W Glass and has been 
working with specialty architectural metal and glass systems for 
over 25 years. He is directly responsible for sales, marketing, 
and estimating for Pilkington Planar and other highly engineered 
systems sold throughout North America.

DR. TEJAV DEGANYAR

Dr. Tejav DeGanyar is the Head of the Virtual Construction Laboratory 
of Schüco, one of the leading suppliers of the high-quality window, 
door, and façade systems worldwide. He oversees a broad base of 
R&D initiatives ranging from façade related acoustical research to the 
development of tools for operational systems automation.

He manages a dedicated team of designers, engineers and software specialists in New 
York City. Before joining Schuco, DeGanyar was the Vice president of R&D at Enclos Corp. 
DeGanyar started his career as one of the founding principal of ASI Advanced Structures 
Incorporated (ASI), a Company that provided design, engineering, product development, 
and design/build services to the building marketplace, on a wide variety of high profile 
commercial projects.
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 
SHOW FLOOR OPEN 
10:00 A.M. –  4:00 P.M.

Your End-of-Year Compliance Playbook: Plans to Prevent Fines and Reduce Risk

Thursday, October 21, 2021
10:30 – 11:15 a.m.

KRISTEN HARITON  

Senior Product Marketing Strategist, SiteCompli

SiteCompli’s compliance experts review some of the latest 
regulations from NYC agencies, and what organizations are doing to 
save time, money, and prevent outsized fines.

Kristen Hariton is the Senior Product Marketing Strategist at SiteCompli, responsible for 
educating the property operations community on best practices, industry news, and the 
latest technology updates. Kristen has led SiteCompli’s educational initiatives for over 8 
years, building a wide network of in-person events, webinars, and on-demand content. 

Before entering the world of property operations tech, Kristen worked in theater and 
graduated summa cum laude from Montclair State University. When she’s not talking about 
property ops best practices or compliance, she’s planning her next trip to Walt Disney World.
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Meeting the Challenges of Owning Rent-Regulated Apartments in NYC, 
Presented by The Habitat Group

Thursday, October 21, 2021
11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

ATTORNEY EILEEN O’TOOLE    

Presenting a rundown of the recent court decisions, agency 
actions, and legislation that owners and managers of rent-regulated 
apartments in NYC need to know.

Eileen O’Toole is the principal of The Law Office of Eileen O’Toole and author of The 
2021 New York Rent Regulation Checklist, a comprehensive guidebook on rent control 
and rent stabilization in New York State, published by The Habitat Group. 

Ms. O’Toole focuses on counseling owners, lenders, and prospective purchasers 
of residential properties on compliance with rent-stabilized leasing and registration 
requirements, frequently performing “due diligence” reviews of rent history records. She 
has extensive experience representing owners and tenants before the New York State 
Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR). In addition her practice focus on 
all phases of landlord-tenant litigation, from initial notice through appeal.

2021 EVENT OVERVIEW

9



*Program subject to change without notice at any time. As of September 29, 2021

Leading Through Change: Keynote Address 
Jeffrey Gural, Chairman, GFP Real Estate, Presented by CHIP

Thursday, October 21, 2021
12:30 - 1:15 p.m.

JEFFREY GURAL    

Jeffrey Gural is Chairman of GFP Real Estate LLC. GFP Real Estate 
LLC (formerly Newmark Holdings and Newmark Knight Frank), has 
an ownership interest in more than 50 properties, most of which 
are located in New York City. Mr. Gural, together with his son Eric 
Gural and nephew Brian Steinwurtzel, are responsible for all future 
acquisitions and the managing and leasing of the over 11 million
square feet in which they have an ownership interest.

Mr. Gural joined Newmark Knight Frank in 1972, and served as Chairman until 2017, after 
which he became Chairman Emeritus. Prior to that, Mr. Gural was a member of the staff of 
Morse- Diesel Construction Co. for approximately six years where he was responsible for 
the supervision and construction of more than one million square feet of new office space 
in such notable buildings as 437 Madison Avenue and 645 Madison Avenue. Currently, 
Mr. Gural is a member of the Board of Directors of The Real Estate Board of New York; 
President of the enCourage Kids Foundation; Chairman of I Have a Dream Foundation – 
NY and Co-Sponsor of the Chelsea-Elliot “I Have a Dream” Project.

Now more than ever, leadership matters. We are all truly “living in interesting times,” 
creating especially unique challenges for buildings professionals.

Join Jeffrey Gural, Chairman, GFP Real Estate as he addresses how global warming, 
sustained environmental changes, and Covid-19 and its new variants play into today’s 
business decisions. Both immediate and long-term challenges must be considered and 
factored into operating plans, emergency action protocols, labor and training, and building 
designs for occupant health and safety.

You’ll hear how GFP manages these pressing issues to ensure high-level functioning 
through their organization and leave with new insights and perspectives.
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Political Update: Mayoral and Council Election Update and Beyond, Presented 
by CHIP

Thursday, October 21, 2021
1:30 - 2:30 p.m.

Complete session information and speaker photo and bio coming soon!

SPEAKERS TBD
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Contact Us

646-849-3517

inquiry@BuildingsNY.com


